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Abstract: Chromatography is a versatile and widely used analytical technique in chemistry and 

biochemistry for separating and analyzing components within a mixture. Developed in the early 20th 

century, chromatography relies on the differential affinities of compounds to two distinct phases: the 

stationary phase and the mobile phase. The stationary phase is a solid or viscous liquid that stays fixed in 

place, while the mobile phase is a fluid (liquid or gas) that flows through or over the stationary phase.Key 

principles of chromatography involve the partitioning of compounds based on their chemical properties, 

such as polarity, charge, or size, which affect their interaction with the phases. This differential interaction 

leads to the separation of compounds as they move at different rates through the stationary phase under the 

influence of the mobile phase. 
 

Introduction 

Chromatography is a vital analytical technique used extensively in chemistry and biochemistry for 

separating mixtures into their individual components. It plays a crucial role in various fields such as 

pharmaceuticals, environmental science, forensics, and food industry. This article provides a comprehensive 

overview of chromatography, covering its principles, types, and applications. 

Historical Background 

The concept of chromatography was first introduced by the Russian botanist Mikhail Tsvet in the early 

20th century. Tsvet used chromatography to separate plant pigments, coining the term from the Greek 

words "chroma" (color) and "graphy" (writing). Since then, the technique has evolved significantly, with 

numerous advancements expanding its applications and efficiency. 

Principle of Chromatography 

Chromatography is based on the principle of differential partitioning between a mobile phase and a 

stationary phase. Components of a mixture are separated based on their varying affinities towards these 
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two phases. 

Stationary Phase :- This is the phase that remains fixed in place during the process. It can be solid or 

liquid and is typically contained within a column or coated onto a solid support. 
 

Mobile Phase:- This is the phase that moves through or over the stationary phase. It can be a liquid or a 

gas that carries the components of the mixture through the stationary phase. 

As the mixture travels with the mobile phase, individual components move at different rates due to their 

distinct interactions with the stationary phase, leading to separation. 

Mechanisms of Separation 

The separation in chromatography is achieved through different mechanisms depending on the interaction 

between the analytes and the stationary phase. 

Adsorption:- Components adhere to the surface of the stationary phase. 

Partition:- Components distribute themselves between the stationary phase and the mobile phase. 

Ion Exchange:- Separation based on the charge interactions between the analytes and the stationary phase. 

Size Exclusion:- Also known as gel filtration, it separates molecules based on their size, with smaller 

molecules entering the pores of the stationary phase and eluting later than larger molecules. 

Types of Chromatography 

1) Liquid Chromatography (LC):- 

High-Performance Liquid Chromatography (HPLC):- Utilizes high pressure to push the mobile phase 

through a column packed with small, densely packed particles. It offers high resolution and is widely 

used in pharmaceuticals for purity analysis and quantification. 
 

Ultra-High-Performance Liquid Chromatography (UHPLC): - A more advanced form of HPLC, 

allowing even faster separations with higher resolution. 

Ion Exchange Chromatography:- Separates ions and polar molecules based on their charge. It is 

especially useful for purifying proteins and nucleotides. 

2) Gas Chromatography (GC):- This technique uses a gas as the mobile phase and a liquid or solid as the 

stationary phase. It is highly effective for separating volatile compounds and is commonly employed in 

environmental and forensic analysis. 

3) Thin Layer Chromatography (TLC):- TLC involves a stationary phase coated on a flat surface, like glass 

or plastic, and a liquid mobile phase. It is a simple and quick method for monitoring the progress of 

chemical reactions and testing the purity of compounds. 

4) Paper Chromatography:- Similar to TLC, but with paper as the stationary phase. It is often used in 

educational settings for teaching the basics of chromatography. 

5) Affinity Chromatography:- Utilizes specific interactions between an analyte and a stationary phase that 

has been modified to bind selectively to a particular molecule. It is crucial for purifying biological 

molecules, such as antibodies and enzymes. 

6) Size Exclusion Chromatography (SEC):- Also known as gel filtration, SEC separates molecules based 

on their size. Larger molecules pass through the column faster, while smaller ones take longer, making it 

ideal for protein and polymer analysis. 
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Instrumentation and Techniques 

Chromatography systems are equipped with various instruments and techniques to enhance separation 

efficiency and detection capabilities. 

Detectors and Their Functions:- Detectors play a critical role in identifying and quantifying the separated 

components. Common detectors include:- 
 

UV-Visible Detectors:- Measure absorbance of UV or visible light by the analytes. 
 

Mass Spectrometry (MS):- Provides precise molecular weight and structural information. 
 

Fluorescence Detectors:- Detect compounds that emit light when excited. 
 

Refractive Index Detectors:- Measure changes in the refractive index of the mobile phase. 

Sample Preparation:- Effective sample preparation is essential for achieving reliable chromatographic 

results. It includes steps like filtration, concentration, and extraction to remove impurities and concentrate 

the analytes. 

Chromatography Columns and Media:- The choice of columns and media is critical for the separation 

process. Columns can vary in length, diameter, and packing material, and the stationary phase media can be 

tailored to suit specific separation needs. 

Applications of Chromatography 
 

a) Pharmaceutical Industry:- It is used for drug formulation, testing purity, and quality control. HPLC is 

the workhorse for separating and quantifying compounds in complex mixtures. 

b) Environmental Science:- GC and HPLC are vital for detecting pollutants and monitoring 

environmental contamination. They help in analyzing water, soil, and air samples for toxic substances. 

c) Food Industry:- Ensures food safety and quality by identifying additives, contaminants, and nutritional 

content. Techniques like LC and GC are commonly used for flavor and aroma profiling. 

d) Clinical Research and Diagnostics:- Chromatography aids in the diagnosis of diseases by analyzing 

biological samples like blood and urine. It is pivotal in the detection of biomarkers and metabolic 

profiling. 

e) Forensic Science:- Plays a critical role in crime scene investigations by analyzing substances such as 

drugs, toxins, and explosives. GC-MS (Gas Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry) is particularly 

valuable for identifying unknown compounds in forensic samples. 

Advantages and Limitations of Chromatography 

Strengths of Chromatographic Techniques:- 

High Resolution:- Chromatography can separate complex mixtures into individual components with high 

resolution. 

Versatility:- It can analyze a wide range of sample types, from small organic molecules to large 

biomolecules. 

Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis:- Provides both qualitative identification and quantitative 
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measurement of analytes. 

Automation and High Throughput:- Many chromatographic systems are automated, allowing for high-

throughput analysis and reproducibility. 

Challenges and Limitations:- 

Cost:- High-performance chromatographic equipment and columns can be expensive. 

Time-Consuming:- Sample preparation and lengthy analysis times can be drawbacks. 

Complexity:- The interpretation of chromatographic data can be complex, requiring skilled personnel. 

Future Trends in Chromatography 

Green Chromatography:- 

Environmental concerns are driving the development of "green" chromatography techniques that minimize 

the use of hazardous solvents and reduce waste. 
 

Miniaturization and Microfluidics:- 

Miniaturization and the use of microfluidic devices are leading to the development of portable 

chromatography systems, enhancing on-site and point-of-care testing capabilities. 

Integration with Other Analytical Techniques:- 

The integration of chromatography with other analytical techniques, such as spectroscopy and mass 

spectrometry, is providing comprehensive analytical solutions for complex problems. 

Conclusion 

Chromatography remains a cornerstone of analytical chemistry, offering unmatched versatility and precision 

in separating and analyzing components of complex mixtures. Its applications continue to grow, driven by 

advancements in technology and a deeper understanding of its principles. As chromatography evolves, it 

promises to meet the demands of future scientific and industrial challenges. 
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